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Summer
Swim
Sendoff
Sports, page 14

Summer
Swim
Sendoff
Sports, page 14

The Colonial Swim League
summer season concluded
last weekend with its four

Divisional meets, including
the Gold Division competi-

tion at CountrySide.

On Parade
Community, page 2

In Need
News, page 3

Sinking Fast
News, page 3
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T
here are more than 80 species of
butterflies living in Loudoun
County, so it’s acceptable to feel a

little behind on seeing them all. Residents
should be able to knock out a good chunk
of the species list Aug. 2, when the 12th
Annual Loudoun County Butterfly Count will
be occurring. On that day participants usu-
ally see more than 50 species of butterfly
while helping the Loudoun Wildlife Conser-
vancy get information on the county’s but-
terfly population.

“It got started back in 1997 and we had a
person who was doing some casual record-
ing of butterfly species around Loudoun
County and he was finding that there were
a lot of species around the county. There was
this national butterfly count every summer
so why though why don’t we start one of
our own,” Nicole Hamilton, the butterfly
count’s coordinator and former president of
Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy, said.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE count will be di-
vided into groups, each being led by a local
butterfly expert. The groups meet at differ-
ent points and go throughout the county to
butterfly hot spots to start counting and
identifying butterflies. One team member is
in charge of keeping track of numbers and
species and the others identify, with the help
of guides, the plethora of butterflies they see.

“By the end of the day you can’t believe
that in this radius you’ve seen so many dif-
ferent butterflies,” Hamilton said. “It’s re-
ally cool. Some species are just really rare
like the Giant Swallow Tail, we might see
one every few years or so.”

Hamilton said that the count is not just a
great way to see butterflies, but a good way
for anyone to spend a fun day outside. While
the counts last till around 4 p.m. usually people
in the groups are able to come and go as long
as they arrange it ahead of time, which is use-
ful for people with children who, Hamilton
said, are some of the best butterfly spotters.
Many participants will bring binoculars and
some food to help them through the day. The
count also avoids double counting butterflies
via the simple tactic of being careful.

“As we go, we don’t back track. We stay as
a group and each team usually has five or

Fluttering About Loudoun
Send announcements, which are open to the

public at no or minimal cost, to The Loudoun
Connection, 7913 Westpark Drive, McLean, VA
22102 or e-mail
loudoun@connectionnewspapers.com. Dead-
line is Friday, two weeks before the event.
Photos/artwork encouraged. For more infor-
mation, call 703-917-6454; for additional
listings, visit www.connectionnewspapers.com.

Last Chance
The Arts Council of Fairfax County and the

Greater Reston Arts Center (GRACE) present
the annual juried exhibition Arts Council @
GRACE, through Aug. 1. Art works in all
media by 21 artists, including Sterling artist
Elissa Farrow-Savos, will be exhibited at
the GRACE gallery located in Reston Town
Center, 12001 Market St., Suite 103, Reston.
The GRACE gallery is open Tuesdays-Satur-
days, from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Visit
www.restonarts.org or call GRACE at 703-
471-9242.

Paintings and drawings by Arlington resi-
dent Frederick Markham will be on
exhibit, from through Aug. 1, at the
Waddell Art Gallery at the Loudoun Campus
of Northern Virginia Community College,
1000 Harry Flood Byrd Highway, Sterling.
Gallery hours are 9 a.m.-7 p.m., Mondays-
Fridays. Contact Donald Depuydt at
703-450-2627 or ddepuydt@nvcc.edu.

Medlin Art announces it is celebrating its
25th year in business. A reception will be held
at the gallery at 2 Loudoun St., S.E., Friday,
Aug. 1, from 4-9 p.m. and Saturday, Aug.
2, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Ongoing
The Sterling Playmakers present “Okla-

homa!” weekends through Aug. 10, at
Potomac Falls High School, 46400 Algonkian
Parkway, Sterling. Showtimes are Fridays
and Saturdays, at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2
p.m. Cost: $15 reserved, $12 general admis-
sion. Call 703-437-6117 or visit
www.sterlingplaymakers.com.

A series of aerial photographs by
Loudoun County photographer Jim Hanna is
on exhibit at Washington Dulles International
Airport through Aug. 26. The exhibit, co-
ordinated by the Washington Metropolitan
Airport Authority and Gallery 222, is the
fourth in the program’s rotating series of dis-
plays.

The exhibit is installed in the area beyond
the security checkpoints in the Main Termi-
nal on the Arrivals Level. Visit
www.gallery222.com.

Coming Soon
The Artists’ Undertaking Gallery in Historic

Occoquan presents “Etched in Time,” an ex-
hibit of etchings by Roger Frey of
Woodbridge and etched and fused glass by
David Barnes of Sterling. The exhibit runs
Aug. 5-Sept. 1.

An artist reception will be held Saturday,
Aug. 9, from 4-6 p.m. The gallery is open 11
a.m.-5 p.m. daily, and is located at 309 Mill
St. in Historic Occoquan. Contact the gallery
at 703-494-0584 or at
www.theartistsundertaking.com.

Aurora Dinner Theatre presents playwright
Tina Howe’s comedy of manners, “The Art
of Dining,” to be produced at West Belmont
Place, National Conference Center, 18980
Upper Belmont Place, Lansdowne, Aug. 8-
17. Cost: $65 per person, including tax and
tip and are available by visiting
www.AuroraStudioTheatre.org, tickets must
be purchased in advance. Fridays and Satur-
days, dinner at 6 p.m., show at 7 p.m., dessert
at intermission.

Sundays, dinner at 2 p.m., show at 3 p.m.,
dessert at intermission. Visit
www.AuroraStudioTheatre.org or call 540-
668-7072.

The Arts
Outdoors

six people on it so it isn’t so unwieldy. So
we’ll come up to a certain garden area and
then we’ll move forward from there and if
we see a butterfly is moving with us we don’t
count it twice. You just make sure you’re not
doing the back track,” Hamilton said.

The data from the count will be used for a
variety of purposes not the least of which is
tracking the population of butterflies
throughout Loudoun County and establish-
ing how much an impact development is
having on their habitats. The count will be
compared to previous years and the num-
bers will all be sent to the national butterfly
count to map nationwide populations.

Hamilton said that the butterfly popula-
tion in Loudoun is constantly changing. “A
few years ago there was an amazing field of
wild flowers, which was great for butterflies
and unfortunately it got developed so now

its just a housing development with lawns.
In the data we collect we take note of im-
pact that development causes. So we’re
keeping track of those habitats.”

As for this year’s count Hamilton isn’t too
sure how the numbers will turn out. The
extremely wet summer the area is having
could cause both an increase or a decrease
depending on how it has impacted the
butterfly’s habitats. The rain could be pro-
ducing a lot more plants for the butterflies
to feed on but at the same time it can wash
away eggs and hurt the caterpillars.

“We’re really not sure what to expect, but
either way it will be a really fun day,”
Hamilton said.

To register visit www.loudounwildlife.org/
butterfly_count.htm or call 540-882-9638 or
e-mail nhamilton@laoudounwildlife.org.

— Matthew Razak

Calendar

 Send announcements, which are open to the pub-
lic at no or minimal cost, to The Loudoun Connection,
7913 Westpark Drive, McLean, VA 22102 or e-mail
loudoun@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday, two weeks before the event. Photos/artwork
encouraged. For more information, call 703-917-
6454; for additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 30
ARCHAEOLOGY DAY. 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Claude

Moore Park, 21544 Old Vestal’s Gap Road,
Sterling. All ages. Help screen, wash and sort
artifacts behind the Lanesville House in Claude
Moore Park’s Historic District. Free. 571-258-
3700.

STORIES WITH A TWIST. 4 p.m., Sterling
Library, 120 Enterprise St., Sterling. Listen to
Barbara Spilman Lawson’s unforgettable and
extraordinary stories and songs, presented in her
own unique and hilarious manner. All ages. Free,

limited tickets will be available, starting half an
hour before the performance. 703-430-9500.

1960s FILMS. 7 p.m., Ashburn Library, 43316 Hay
Road, Ashburn. Watch “Blowup,” just one of
several films from the 1960s that the Ashburn
Library will be showing on Wednesdays
throughout the summer. Recommended for
adults; admission is free. Visit www.lcpl.lib.va.us
for a complete listing of future movie showings.

TEEN MYSTERY NIGHT: ROCK ‘N ROLL OVER
DEAD. 6:30-8:30 p.m., Cascades Library, 21030
Whitfield Place, Sterling. Can you solve the
mystery with the evidence and clues presented?
Ages 12-18. Register online at http://
library.loudoun.gov or phone 703-444-3228.

THURSDAY/JULY 31
TWILIGHT TUNES. 7:30 p.m., Holy Trinity

Lutheran Church, 605 W. Market St., Leesburg.

Bird Encounters
Leesburg Animal Park, 19270 James Monroe

Highway, has opened a free-flight Lory aviary, fea-
turing four different species of Lory parrots. Visitors
can hand-feed these rainbow-colored birds for a
small fee. Admissions are $7.95 for children and
seniors, $9.95 for adults, children under 2 are free.
Expanded park hours are Wednesday–Sunday, 9
a.m.-5 p.m. Visit www.LeesburgAnimalPark.com or
call 703-433-0002.See Calendar,  Page 12

An American Lady.
Photo contributed




